LA INVESTIGACIÓN EN ENFERMERÍA EN AMÉRICA LATINA: 1988-1998
El propósito de align their research with national health priorities (4) .
LITERATURE REVIEW
Using a Delphi methodology, to study the priorities for nursing research in Korea and Kim (5) concluded that the first priority was advanced practice, while other priorities included nursing interventions and effectiveness of nursing care. Another Delphi study was conducted by nurses in Spain (6) who found that coordination and quality of care were priorities for nursing research.
In an Israeli study, the authors found a change in the type of nursing research from the 1960s to the 1990s and suggested a master plan that emphasized the culture and geography of Israel (7) .
Almost 200 nurses in China participated in a national forum concerning research priorities (8) . The authors concluded the priorities in nursing administration were cost, personnel, and effectiveness.
According to Tlou (9) , the priorities for nursing research in Africa were HIV/AIDS and health behavior.
There was a need for epidemiological studies in HIV/ AIDS, applied research in prevention and care, studies on the impact of HIV/AIDS on child health and nursing retention of personnel, and home care investigations.
With regard to the topic of health behavior, the priorities were lifestyle choices, care alternatives, and self-care. Additional priorities for Africa include cultural, political, and economic influences on the elderly; occupational studies; research on the impact of war on women and children; and women's health. 1994 has led to more research with a focus on clinical nursing, nursing education, and administration (10) .
The report on Europe noted that " nursing research has been developing in some countries over the past 30 years e.g. Denmark, Finland and the UKand in others for less than a decade-e.g. Estonia,
Lithuania and Slovenia " (11) . The author further addressed the dearth of national priorities for nursing (12) . and infection control (13) .
According to Hinshaw (14) , the five nursing research priorities in the U.S. are outcomes of quality of care, the efficacy of nursing interventions, assessment and management of symptoms, health care delivery, and health promotion/risk reduction.
In summary, the status of nursing research can be identified for most the world's continents, however, there were no recent references for Latin America.
The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the status of nursing research in Latin America for the decade from 1988-1998 as reported at the biannual nursing research meeting.
METHODOLOGY
The programs for the PACINR for the years 1988-1998 were reviewed for countries of origin, topics, methods, areas of health and nursing, characteristics of investigators and institutions. Since this was a secondary data analysis and did not involve human subjects, no informed consent was obtained nor was it reviewed by an ethics committee.
RESULTS
In the six PACINRs held between 1988 and 1998, there were 263 presentations. All 263 presentations were included in the analysis. Brazil, Panama, Venezuela, and Chile, had the highest number of persons presenting (see Figure 1 ). Over half (53%) the investigators were from educational institutions, 13% were from nursing service, 5% were from other areas, and no information was available for 29% of the investigators. Several universities were represented more frequently in the presentations, 
